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much more.Valtteri Bottas says he had
no idea what was going on after the
safety car restart of the Bahrain Grand
Prix. Bottas was second behind Lewis
Hamilton at the time but it emerged
afterwards that he had dropped to third
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behind Daniel Ricciardo, which meant
the Mercedes driver was taking priority
over a Renault driver at the start of the
sprint. Hamilton won the race and
Bottas went on to secure third place,
only to be overtaken by Ricciardo on
the same lap. He said that after the
safety car restart, he was under no
illusion that he was now behind
Ricciardo, who ultimately took second
place. "Our race was pretty okay," he
said. "I think I was really quick, had a
very good race. "Then in the safety car
it was such a hard restart. I was a bit
confused, we were behind and then
suddenly you just saw everybody pass
you and overtake you, so I was just on
the limit, in the back of my head I
thought 'hey I need to save something.
"And then I don't know what happened,
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I got overtaken. I was first, then I got
overtaken. So it was complicated."
Bottas had a dispute with the FIA
during the race, because he felt he had
been given preferential treatment by
the stewards compared with Red Bull
driver Max Verstappen. "When I got
overtaken and then I was a little bit
unsure," he explained. "I think a bit
weird because the stewards were very
close to us, so that's when they called
me, and then I went very close to them
and they called me and they looked at
the car and I was just confused. "Then I
kind of saw Daniel Ricciardo and I kind
of went: 'oh my god that's what
happened'. "It is like in the movies
when you have the A-B-C, so I saw the
A then when it was the B, then the B
when it was the C, and then the C when
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it was the A. "So it was just like it is in
the movie. But Daniel Ricciardo that is
just a racing driver. I don
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