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Industrial. home and office.Matematicas Superiores 1.There was no deadly fire, but the most serious
accident in the history of the fire service happened 30 years ago and three of the surviving members
of the brigade are still scarred from it. One died at the time and now the other two have suffered a
terrible breakdown in their lives and are still trying to find closure. I was reminded of this last week
when I joined the Women’s Institute at their garden sale and the women had a fire and safety
display. Some women told stories of a number of terrible fires over the years and one woman from
the Greater Manchester brigade, went back years to explain the tragedy. It was 1981 and she was at
home on her own with her six-year-old son. The boy ran down the stairs and opened the front door
but instead of putting the chain on the door and calling for the fire brigade, he took a match and put
it to the carpet. The carpet caught fire and the boy did not know what to do. Her instinct was to rush
downstairs and tackle the fire. “She grabbed my hand and asked me, ‘what do we do?’ I don’t
remember what I said but I had an image of her looking for something in the fire or under the sofa
and then I said, ‘where’s your fire kit?’ There was no story-telling afterwards. She just collapsed and
began to sob uncontrollably.” The fire brigade arrived and put out the fire but the woman died in the
burning house. The fire alarm bell was never used. The man who found her dead called an
ambulance and the paramedics arrived just as the fire brigade was leaving. The other fire officer had
to remain in the house and there was no one to contact from the ambulance or the hospital. She was
the only survivor of the fire. She has never spoken about the experience since and she has to stay at
home because she cannot work or do any of the normal tasks of life for more than an hour or two at
a time. She has lost her sense of smell and touch and she cannot remember things. Her house is a
wreck. She spends a lot of time in bed. She is lonely and she says she will never leave her home or
go out again. She spends most of her time 6d1f23a050
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